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The Town of Bellingham 


"Situated in the 
extreme southern por- 
meom OL Norfolk County 
the Town of Bellingham 
occupies a long and 
narrow para lle logram 
comprising an area of 
seventeen and eight- 
tenths square miles 
and extending from 
Medway and Milford on 
the north to the Rhode 
Island line at Woon- 
socket on the south. 

On the west are Mendon, 
Hopedale and Blackstone 
on the east the large 
town of Franklin anda 
part of Wrentham. 


Bellingham Junction 
is a station thirty-one 
miles from Boston on the Woonsocket Division of the New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad and thirty-three miles by rail from Boston, it is 
also a station on the Milford and Franklin Branch of the same railroad, 
Between the Junction and Boston there are ten trains daily in each di- 
rection and on Sunday five. The single fare is sixty-five cents and 
the average running time by the first mentioned line sixty-seven min- 
utes; via Franklin it is fourteen minutes longer. Caryville, also 
within the town, and North Bellingham are Stations on the Woonsocket 
Division with seven trains each way daily and five on Sundays. The 
Single fare to Caryville is fifty-five cents; to North Bellinghan, 
sixty cents and the regular running time about one hour. South Bell- 
ingham is a station on the Midland Division of the same railroad with 
one train to and from Boston on week days. Electric railways not only 
connect the various portions of the town with one another but cars on 
these run to Medway, Millis, Medfield, Dedham and so to Boston, to 
Franklin, Wrentham and to Attleboro; to Woonsocket and thence by trans- 
fer to Providence and various points in Rhode Island; to Milford, there . 


Bellingham Center around 1900 


connecting with other electric railways through Holliston to Sout 
Framingham with its comprehensive steam and electric railroad con 
nections. Bellingham Four Corners, where the electric railways run- 
ning in the four cardinal directions cross, is made a busy looking _ 
place by the frequently passing cars. , ., er 
After the first occupancy of its territory by the white settiers 
Bellingham was a distant and outlying part of the Town of Dedham; — 
by 1719, so many had come to the neighborhood to live that the nee 
of a nearer meeting house was apparent, and late in that year the 
was given a distinct corporate existence upon condition that an 0:1 
thodox minister be appointed and maintained. This condition was com-— 
plied with and the first town meeting was held in March of 1720, 
town has grown to have a population of about sixteen hundred with 
hundred and sixty-five legal voters. The assessed valuation is nea: 
eight hundred thousand dollars. ) 


In the main the town is a rural community, with its territory © 
largely devoted to farming and somewhat sparsely settled; but all the 
conveniences or necessities of life are quite easily obtainable. a 
Because of the proximity of Milford, Franklin and Woonsocket and the 
ready accessibility by the cars, the stores, amusements and busine 
and banking facilities of these more populous and larger settlemei 
are at the command of the residents of Bellingham while the jour 
to Boston, with its wider interests, is neither difficult nor pri 
longed. Moreover, at the different ‘villages within the town the > 
wants of daily life may be met and professional or other necessar\ 
services secured. Stores have been established in which may be p: 
cured ordinary supplies. There are in the town ten public schools 
reported by the State Board of Education, and three modern school iui 
buildings——one each of these latter at the center) Norah Bellingham — 
and South Bellingham. Bellingham Grange, No. 190, Patrons of Hus— ws 
bandry is active in promoting social pleasures while under its aus- 
pices lectures .are delivered or other entertainments REP eae from — or 
time to time. 


The streets of the town are lighted by electricity Unt hale. 
past twelve on other | ” 
than moonlighted nights — 
under a ten year con’ AF 
with The Edison Elect: 
Illuminating Company. — 
This Company also fur- 
nishes electricity fOr 
the illumination of eh 
sidences and comm 
structures, as w 


three cities and 
it supplies with e 
current. The se 
this Company is 
ous jhe hour qa 
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Paul Revere’s ‘Other Ride’ 


"Now listen my children and you shall hear 

Of a famous ride by Paul Revere, 

When he rode on his way 

Carrying "The Suffolk Resolves" to Philadelphia. 

Where the Continental Congress then in session 

Was awaiting Resolves from a dire oppression. 

So on the 17th of September in '74, 

The Spirit of Freedom opened the door, 

That triggered the fight int a7or 

But today, sad to Say, not a man is alive 

Who remembers that famous day and year, 
"Longfellow 1974" 


The delegates from Massachusetts to the First Continental Con- 
gress held in Philadelphia from September 5, to October 26, 1774 
were John Adams, Samuel Adams, Thomas Cushing and Robert Treat Paine. 
Peyton Randolph of Virginia was chosen our first president during 
this meeting. 


On September 16th Robert Paine wrote the following in his diary, 
"Fine day. This A.M. Paul Revere arrived express from Boston." He 
was referring to Revere's second ride to Philadelphia, the first being 
in May of 1774, when he brought the news of the closing of the Port 
of Boston. 


Stephen Metcalf of Caryville represented Bellingham at the meet- 
ing in Milton on September 9, 1774 when the "Suffolk Resolves" were 
adopted. These charged Britain with "Intolerable Acts" to the town 
of Boston and the Province of Massachusetts Bay for being singled out 
for punishment. The punishment being the closing of the Port of Bos- 
ton and oppressive taxation. 


George Cardinet of Concord, California, Co-ordinator of "Horse 
Back Riders of the North American Trail Ride Conference" is the author 
who originated and tirelessly promoted with patriotic fervor and zeal, 
the idea to have the "Bay State Trail Riders Association" sponsor and 
re-enact this famous ride in 1974. Bellingham shall forever be in- 
debted to this noble and inspired man for including and making pos- 
sible the opportunity to share in this celebration. Dexter Dickinson 
of Washington, D.C. was the program Chairman for this event. Sharing 
locafily is Edward Whalley, of Bellingham, who assumed the job of be- 
ing Co-ordinator for this section of the ride from Caryville to Web- 
ster, Mass. Through the co-operation of Mr. Whalley, plans were 
changed to permit the children from the Stallbrook School to witness 
and enjoy this historic event. 
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At a meeting of the Delegates 


of every town & district in the county of Suffolk,: 
on tuesday the 6th of Septr., at the house of 
Mr. Richard Woodward, of Deadham, & by 
adjournment, at the house of Mr. (Daniel) 
Vose, of Milton, on Friday the 9th instant, Jo- 
-seph Palmer, esq. being chosen moderator, and 
William Thompson, esq. clerk, a committee was 
chosen to bring in a report to the convention, 
and the following being several times read, and 
put paragraph by paragraph, was unanimously 
voted, viz. 


HEREAS the power but not the 
justice, the vengeance but not the 
wisdom of Great-Britain, which of 
old persecuted, scourged, and exiled 
our fugitive parents from their na- 
tive shores, now pursues us, their guiltless chil- 
dren, with unrelenting severity: And whereas, 
this, then savage and uncultivated desart, was 
purchased by the toil and treasure, or acquired 
by the blood and valor of those our venerable 
progenitors; to us they bequeathed the dear- 
bought inheritance, to our care and protection 
they consigned it, and the most sacred obligations 
are upon us to transmit the glorious purchase, 
unfettered by power, unclogged with shackles, to 
our innocent and beloved offspring. On the 
fortitude, on the wisdom and on the exertions of 
this important day, is suspended the fate of this 
new world, and of unborn millions. If a bound- 
less extent of continent, swarming with millions, 
will tamely submit to live, move and have their 
being at the arbitrary will of a licentious ynin- 
ister, they basely yield to voluntary slavery, and 
future generations shall load their memories 
with incessant execrations.—On the other hand, 
if we arrest the hand which would ransack our 
pockets, if we disarm the parricide which points 
the dagger to our bosoms, if we nobly defeat 
that fatal edict which proclaims a power to 
- frame laws for us in all cases whatsoever, thereby 
entailing the endless and numberless curses of 
slavery upon us, our heirs and their heirs for- 
ever; if we successfully resist that unparalleled 
usurpation of unconstitutional power, whereby 
our capital is robbed of the means of life; 
whereby the streets of Boston are thronged with 
military executioners; whereby our coasts are 
lined and harbours crouded with ships of war; 
whereby the charter of the colony, that sacred 
barrier against the encroachments of tyranny, is 
mutilated and, in effect, annihilated; whereby a 
murderous law is framed to shelter villains from 
the hands of justice; whereby the unalienable 
and inestimable inheritance, which we derived 
from nature, the constitution of Britain, and the 
privileges warranted to us in the charter of the 
province, is totally wrecked, annulled, and va- 
cated, posterity will acknowledged that virtue 
which preserved them free and happy; and while 
we enjoy the rewards and blessings of the faith- 
ful, the torrent of panegyrists will roll our repu- 
tations to the latest period, when the streams of 
time shall be absorbed in the abyss of eternity. 


Therefore, WE HAVE RESOLVED, AND 
DO RESOLVE, 


1. That whereas his majesty, George the 
Third, is the rightful successor to the throne of 
Great-Britain, and justly entitled to the alle- 
giance of the British realm, and agreeable to 
compact, of the English colonies in America — 
therefore, we, the heirs and successors of the 
first planters of this colony, do cheerfully ac- 
knowledge the said George the Third to be our 
rightful sovereign, and that said covenant is the 
tenure and claim on which are founded our alle- 
giance and submission. 

2. That it is an indispensable duty which we 
owe to God, our country, ourselves and poster- 
ity, by all lawful ways and means in our power 
to maintain, defend and preserve those civil and 
religious rights and liberties, for which many of 
our fathers fought, bled and died, and to hand 
them down entire to future generations. 

3. That the last acts of the British parliament 
for blocking up the harbour of Boston, for alter- 
ing the established form of government in this 
colony, and for screening the most flagitious vio- 
lators of the laws of the province from a legal 
trial, are gross infractions of those rights to 
which we are justly entitled by the laws of na- 
ture, the British constitution, and the charter 
of the province. 

4. That no obedience is due from this province 
to either or afiy parts of the acts above men- 
tioned, but that they be rejected as the attempts 


of a wicked administration to enslave America. 
§. That so long as the justices of our superior 
court of judicature, court of assize, &c. and in- 
ferior court of common pleas in this county are 
appointed, or hold their places, by any other ten- 
ure than that which the charter and the laws of 
the province direct, they must be considered as 
under undue influence, and are therefore uncon- 
stitutional officers, and, as such, no regard ought 
to be paid to them by the people of this country. 
6. ‘That if the justices of the superior court of 
judicature, assize, &c. justices of the court of 
common pleas, or of the general sessions of 
the peace, shall sit and act during their present 
disqualified state, this country will support, and 
bear harmless, all sheriffs and their deputies, 
constables, jurors and other officers who shall 
refuse to carry into execution the orders of said 
courts; and, as far as possible, to prevent the 


_many inconveniences which must be occasioned 


by a suspension of the courts of justice, we do 
most earnestly recommend it to all creditors that 
they shew all reasonable and even generous for- 
bearance to their debtors; and to all debtors, to 
pay their just debts with all possible speed, and 
if any disputes relative to debts or trespasses 
shall arise, which cannot be settled by the par- 
ties, we recommend it to them to submit all 
such causes to arbitration; and it is our opinion 
that the contending parties or either of them, 
who shall refuse so to do, ought to be considered 
as cooperating with the enemies of this country. 

7. That it be recommended to the collectors 
of taxes, constables and all other officers, who 
have public monies in their hands, to retain the 
same, and not to make payment thereof to the 
provincial county treasurer until the civil gov- 
ernment of the province is placed upon a consti- 
tutional foundation, or until it shall otherwise 
be ordered by the proposed provincial Congress. 

8. That the persons who have accepted seats 
at the council board, by virtue of a mandamus 
from the King, in conformity to the late act of 
the British parliament, entitled, an act for the 
regulating the government of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, have acted in direct violation of the duty 
they owe to their country, and have thereby 
given great and just offence to this people; there- 
fore, resolved, that this country do recommend 
it to all persons, who have so highly offended by 
accepting said departments, and have not already 
publicly resigned their seats at the council board, 
to make public resignations of their places at 
said board, on or before the 20th day of this 
instant, September ; and that all persons refusing 
so to do, shall, from and after said day, be con- 
sidered by this county as obstinate and incorrigi- 
ble enemies of this country. 

g. That the fortifications begun and now 
carrying on upon Boston Neck, are justly alarm- 
ing to this county, and gives us reason to appre- 
hend some hostile intention against that town, 
more especially as the commander in chief has, 
in a very extraordinary manner, removed the 
powder from the magazine at Charlestown, and 
has also forbidden the keeper of the magazine at 
Boston, to deliver out to the owners, the powder, 
which they had lodged in said magazine. 

10. That the late act of parliament for estab- 
lishing the Roman Catholic religion and the 
French laws in that extensive country, now 
called Canada, is dangerous in an extreme de- 
gree to the Protestant religion and to the civil 
rights and liberties of all America; and, there- 
fore, as men and Protestant Christians, we are 
indispensably obliged to take all proper measures 
for our security, 

11. That whereas our enemies have flattered 
themselves that they shall make an easy prey of 
this numerous, brave and hardy people, from an 
apprehension that they are unacquainted with 
military discipline; we, therefore, for the hon- 
our, defence and security of this county and 
province, advise, as it has been recommended to 
take away all commissions from the officers of 
the militia, that those who now hold commis- 
sions, or such other persons, be elected in each 
town as officers in the militia, as shall be judged 
of sufficient capacity for that purpose, and who 
have evidenced themselves the inflexible friends 
to the rights of the people; and that inhabitants 
of those towns and districts, who are qualified, 
do use their utmost diligence to acquaint them- 
selves with the art of war as soon as possible, 
and do, for that purpose, appear under arms at 
least once every week. 

12, That during the present hostile appear- 
ances on the part of Great-Britain, notwith- 
standing the many insults and oppressions which 


: The Suffotk Reso veS 


we most sensibly resent, yet, nevertheless, from 
our affection to his majesty, which we have at 
all times evidenced, we are determined to act 
merely upon the defensive, so long as such con- 
duct may be vindicated by reason and the prin- 
ciples of self-preservation, but no longer. 

13. That, as we understand, it has been in 
contemplation to apprehend sundry persons of 
this county, who have rendered themselves con- 
spicuous in contending for the violated rights 
and liberties of their countrymen; we do rec- 
ommend, should such an audacious measure be 
put in practice, to seize and keep in safe custody, 
every servant of the present tyrannical and un- 
constitutional government throughout the coun- 
try and province, until the persons so appre- 
hended be liberated from the hands of our 
adversaries, and restored safe and uninjured to 
their respective friends and families. 

14. That until our rights are fully restored to 
us, we will, to the utmost of our power, and we 
recommend the same to the other counties, to 
withhold all commercial intercourse with Great- 
Britain, Ireland, and the West-Indies, and ab- 
stain from the consumption of British merchan- 
dise and manufactures, and especially of East- 
India teas and piece goods, with such additions, 
alterations and exceptions only, as the General 
Congress of the colonies may agree to. 

15. [hat under our present circumstances, it 
is incumbent on us to encourage arts and manu- 
factures amongst us, by all means in our power, 
and that be and hereby are appointed a com- 
mittee, to consider of the best ways and means 
to promote and establish the same, and to report 
to this convention as soon as may be. 

16. That the exigencies of our public affairs, 
demand that a provincial Congress be called to 
consult such measures as may be adopted, and 
vigorously executed by the whole people; and 
we do recommend it to the several towns in this 
country, to chuse members for such a provincial 
Congress, to be holden at Concord, on the 
second Tuesday of October, next ensuing. 

17. That this country, confiding in the wis- 
dam and integrity of the Continental Congress, 
now sitting at Philadelphia, pay all due respect 
and submission to such measures as may be rec- 
ommended by them to the colonies, for the res- 
toration and establishment of our just rights, 
civil and religious, and for renewing that har- 
mony and union between Great-Britain and the 
colonies, so earnestly wished for by all good 
men. 

18. That whereas the universal uneasiness 
which prevails among all orders of men, arising 
from the wicked and oppressive measures of the 
present administration, may influence some un- 
thinking persons to commit outrage upon pri- 
vate property ; we would heartily recommend to 
all persons of this community, not to engage in 
any routs, riots, or licentious attacks upon the 
properties of any person whatsoever, as being 
subversive to all order and government; but, by 
a steady, manly, uniform, and persevering oppo- 
sition, to convince our enemies, that in a contest 
so important, in a cause so solemn, our conduct 
shall be such as to merit the approbation of the 
wise, and the admiration of the brave and free 
of every age, and of every country. 

19. That should our enemies, by any sudden 
manoeuvres, render it necessary to ask the aid 
and assistance of our brethren in the country, 
some one of the committee of correspondence, 
or a select man of such town, or the town ad- 
joining, where such hostilities shall commence, 
or shall be expected to commence, shall des- 
patch couriers with written messages to the se- 
lect men, or committees of correspondence, of 
the several towns in the vicinity, with a written 
account of such matter, who shall despatch 
others to committees more remote, until proper 
and sufficient assistance be obtained, and that 
the expense of said couriers be defrayed by the 
county, until it shall be otherwise ordered by 
the provincial Congress. 

At a meeting of delegates from the several 
towns and districts in the county of Suffolk, 
held at Milton, on Friday, the oth day of 
September, 1774 — Voted, 

That Dr. Joseph Warren, of Boston, &c. be 
a committee to wait on his excellency the gov- 
ernor, to inform him, that this county are 
alarmed at the fortifications making on Boston 
Neck, and to remonstrate against the same, and 
the repeated insults offered by the soldiery, to 
persons passing and repassing into that town, 
and to confer with him upon those subjects. 


Attest, WILLIAM THOMPSON, Clerk 


The re-enactment ride of Paul Revere began in Milton at 3:00 P.M, 
September 8, 1974 with Joseph Lombard of Medway representing Revere. 
He carried two official pouches containing "The Suffolk Resolves" 
along with some greetings from some of the Selectmen along the route 
to those assembled in Philadelphia as the convened "Continental Con-, 
gress." 


Arriving in Caryville before 10:00 A.M. on September 9, 1974 the 
pouches were transferred to the horse to be ridden through Bellingham 
by our own "Paul Revere"---Janice Logan of Caryville. Mrs. Logan re- 
sides at 479 Hartford Ave and has been riding Soregtour pAb She is 
a member of the Trail Riders Club. 


We are grateful and delighted that of all places, once again, a 
lady should honor Bellingham by "masquerading" as a man, reminding us 
of May 20, 1782 when Deborah Sampson enlisted in the Continental Army © 
as Robert. Shurtlieff in "“Crimpville", Bellingham. 

Accompanying "Paul Revere" from Caryville through Bellingham and 
into Blackstone were riders, Harold Pixley of Wrentham and Daniel 
Salvucci of Framingham, with George Cardinet and Douglas Wimperis of 
Medway assisting along the route, 


Eager, eye-popping children awaited them at Stallbrook School 
where Mr. Cardinet lectured briefly. A copy of tre resolves was pos-= 
ted by Janice Logan---better known as "Paul Revere" for the occasion. 


Time was given so that the occasion might be recorded on tape and al- « 
so time for photographs. Clara Macey, long time teacher in the school ~ 


system of the town, honored us by being present to witness the joy of 
the children sharing this historic moment of time here in Bellingham, 
Imagine the joy these children will have relating how they saw Paul 
Revere's ride to their children as it was re-enacted for them, 


At various other places along the trail route, a dozen people 
welcomed "Paul Revere" as he crossed highways and later disappeared 
into Blackstone before 12:00 Noon. Other riders from Bellingham 
participated in the historic event starting in Blackstone and on to 
Webster, Mass. 


And so a famous re-enactment of Paul Revere's‘ride from Milton 
to Philadelphia has passed on into the pages of history. 


We must acknowledge that the devotion and dedication to Bell- at 


ingham history of Walter Wentzel prompted the activity which made 

it possible for some children to participate moments before the event 
was to take place. Jean Brennan of the Bellingham Historical Com- 
mission made arrangements at the school. To John Lundvall, Historian 
and most vaiuable consultant to the Bellingham Historical Commission 
our thanks for photographing and taping of the event. 


The Bellingham Historical Commission express their heartfelt 
appreciation on behalf of the Town to all who made this event so 
Significant and memorable. Thank you. 


By the time you read this "Paul Revere" will have arrived at 
the meeting of the "Continental Congress" in Philadelphia, 


-6— 


a 
J 


The land of Bellingham 
is generally high and all 
the conditions healthful. 
The Charles River enters 
the town near the Milford 
line and there are several 
ponds which add their own 
to the general beauty of 
the surroundings. Good 
and well maintained roads 
traverse the town. Bell- 
ingham with its pleasant 
rural charm should prove 
attractive to those seek- 
ing suitable locations 
for summer homes or large 
residential estates for 
all the year occupancy. 
Many sites quite suitable 
for such purposes are 
available, or for the 

erection of modest homes 
e who wish to enjoy the pleasures of country life without re- 
g themselves beyond the reach of modern conveniences or whose af- 
and business require that they should live near lines of commu- 


| Factory and Residence of H. D. Perkins, South Bellingham. 


Taft Woolen Company with its mills at Caryville gives work to 
ple who here find the opportunity to provide themselves with 
ble homes. At North Bellingham the Charles River Woolen Com- 
its large plant and at South Bellingham, H. D. Perkins car- 
the weaving of handkerchiefs and other articles. Manufacturers 
of new. locations would find in Bellingham various important ad- 
-—Advantages which have beensattractive to others.’ The faci- 
Orithie transportation of fps t by the railroad are adequate 
(ton Ls the billing point, sige 

ye" 2 F . 
quiries addressed to the Town Clerk as to suitable locations 
lirgs of whatever size or as~to sites convenient to the rail- 
on which manufacturing | or business ON adeeb may be erected 
BonNe prompt response. " 


went the Bellingham number of a series published in 1909 by the 
Electric Illuminating Company. It is: a small booklet containing , 
‘pages with many pictures of the public buildings, mills and some 
e homes of Bellingham. Many things have changed since then: all 
stations are gone, passenger trains no longer run from here to 
only one track runs through the town now, the main lines having 
. torn up, only the branch line from Franklin to Milford remains, all 
he electric lines are gone not only in Bellingham but also in every 

town mentioned as well. The population has grown to approximately 
, and voters number well over 5,000. ‘fe are still basically a 
community although no longer sparsely pee nest developements have 
n over most of the farms with only a few still in operation. We 
only seven schools now, these being large modern buildings with 
exception of the North and South schools. Street lighting is now 
night proposition even on moonlighted nights. 
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The Charles River and ics ponds are still scenic in beauty but 
are in such a state of pollution that they are not used for anything 
Summer homes are no longer plentiful, mosé of 
them having been converted to year round residences, 
day being able to afford the luxury of having two homes. 


now, except boating. 


Woolen Company, 


The Charles River Woolen Company and the H. D. 
kins Company are naught but memories in Bellingham. 
of the first two mentioned are being used for other purposes now. 

Inquiries are no longer addressed to the Town Clerk but instead go 


to the Industrial Development Commission. 


A few things remain unchanged however; 
rounded by the same towns as mentioned in the booklet, 
tures in the booklet all buildings remain except two, 


residences, 
able, 


stores, large markets, 


vices having been added throughout the town. 


No. 190, 


the necessities of life are still quite easily obtain- 
most of them in town now with banking facilities, 
medical services and other professional ‘ser- 
The Bellingham Grange, 
Patrons of Husbandry is still active, and good and well main- 


The buildings 


Bellingham is still sur- 


Few peopl to- 
The Taft | 
Per= 


of the pic- 
both private 


hardware 


tained roads are still found throughout the town and are likely to 
remain so under the capable leadership of Mr. Gerard Daigle our High- 


way Superintendant. 


So there you have it---Rellingham 1909-1974, 


changed, while others 
town would be like if 
in even the slightest 


remain the same, 


re 


Mrs 
the Amos Adams Diary. 
along 140. 
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at the right time of the year they are very tasty. 
that they are very Similar to bluebells in appearance but are yellow 


th Golorn, 


The greens from this plant are edible, 


Many things have 
I wonder sometimes what the 
the events of history had somehow been altered 
way. 


Ralph White wrote to us regardingthe Cowslips mentioned in 
Seems that he used to pick them in the swamps 
Mr. Nhite tells us that picked and cooked like spinach 
I*ve been told 


This months display at the Center Library is the "WATCH FOB" 
collection of Inspector Campbell of the Registry of Motor Vehicles 


an. Metrora. 


The Cowcatcher | 


The obsolescent word ‘“‘cowcatcher™ turned 
up in a crossword puzzle the other day, and it 
was enough to remind one that there were 
peculiarities even in what we think of as the good 
old days. 

When the railroad was new and locomotives 
were built to run at such unprecedented speeds 
as 20 or 30 miles an hour, there had tq be concern 
for accidental obstacles on the tracks. In an 
agricultural age, the obstacles were likely to be 
cows. So somebody unknown to fame designed 
an iron triangle for the front of (he iron horse and 
called it a cowcatcher. 

So far as is known, no cowcatcher ever caught 
a cow. No doubt it knocked a good many into 


“Kingdom Come" and it certainly was_ in- 
{imately involved in many a collision. In spite of 
its efficient appearance, the cowcatcher failed to 
fend off every obstacle which could derail a 
locomotive. 


The amazing thing was that builders con- 
\inued to put cowcatchers on every engine for 
many decades after their uselessness must have 


been apparent. The cowcatcher went on the 
locomotive just because it always had, just as 
buttons still go on the sleeves of men’s jackets. 

On today’s streamliners the iron triangle has 
been replaced by a rounded apron. It still doesn’t 
catch cows. The Boston Globe. 


We will be doing a story on his collection very soon, 
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